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Mr. Thomas Fleming hosted a dinner party in his home on Saturday night to introduce Dr. and 
Mrs. Author E. Hughes, President of the University of San Diego to friends from the San Diego, 
La Jolla and Rancho Santa Fe area.s. Also honored were Rt. Rev. Msger. John Portman, Chaiman 
of the Religious Studies Department at USO and Dr. and Mrs. Delwin Schneider. Dr. Schneider, 
a Luthern minister, is a member of the Religious department and the coordinator for the newly 
tablished Ecumenical Center for World Religions. 
The host and honored guests greeted seventy persons as they entered the mirrored foyer of 
Mr. Fleming's home. A seated dinner was served in the elegant dining areas and the covered 
patio. Assisting with the hosting of tables were Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Keelin, Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Monahan and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Finn. 
As the guests finished dining, President Hughes addressed each group infonnally and answered 
their questions about new programs at USO and future plans of the University as it begins a new 
era under the leadership of its first lay President. Dr. Hughes specifically highlighted those 
facets which make the University of San Diego distinct from other schools of higher learning in 
the San Diego area_ - USD's enrollment is small and will be kept at a level where the students 
enjoy direct teacher relationships; the caliber of professors is very high with over seventy per 
cent of the professors at the undergraduate level holding PH.D. 's; USO offers a value-based ed-
ducation which concerns itself with every aspect of the student while allowing him the freedom 
~f his own decisions; the quality of education while high now will continue to improve and 
change as the needs of the students change. 
(more) 
Dr. Hughes then introduced Msgr. Portman who spoke to the guests about the first course 
being offered through the Ecumenical Center. A seminar in Hinduism, the first in a series 
in Asian Religions, will be held from June 19-29. Msgr. Portman outlined plans for a pennanent 
library and Center of Study where scholars from all religions could come together to bring the 
riches of their own faith and share them with others. This Center directly follows the mandates 
of Vatican I I. 
Among the guests were Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Brace, Dr. and Mrs. Malcolm Love, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Lewis Powell, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Halverstadt, Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Ratner, Mr. and Mrs. 
William Dever Johnson, Mr and Mrs. Anderson Borthwick, Dr. and Mrs. John M. Hogan, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold B. Starkey, and Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Woodard. 
On Wednesday, May 3, Dr. and Mrs. William J. Doyle will entertain br. and Mrs~ Hughes and .-
Dr. a,d Mrs. Ernest Morin, Chairman of the Political Science Department at USO. Friends in-
vited to meet them will hear plans for a Center for International Relations at the University 
of San Diego. 
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